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This wonderful photo from Malcolm Pearce reminds us that even this year some village sights 
and sounds have still carried on as normal, but there's no escaping that many other things are 
sadly missing. The Summer Newsletter is usually crammed with photos and reports from events 
including the Festival, Fete and Summer Ball, but alas this year we can bring you none. 


We can, however, bring you some much better news from the church, an update from the Ship 
and a taster of what's fo come for the playing field. Another positive comes from Facebook, 
where the Blaxhall page and group set up last winter now has nearly 40 members. If you'd like to 
join, post news, etc, just go to Facebook and search 'Blaxhalll'. 
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AMessage from our Rector, Rev Rachel 


From The Rectory 


It hardly seems possible that we are well on our way through summer. Looking back over the 
months of lockdown, | find myself wondering how | coped. It seems impossible to think most of us 
spent weeks on end barely leaving our homes — and the thought of a few days away with family 
or friends was just asilly pipe dream! 


Elsewhere in this letter you will find what has been happening in St Peter's churchyard —but sadly 
nothing has been happening inside the church. Having said that, | am sure the mice, spiders 
and their friends have had a wonderful time there whilst we weren't able to be around. Some 
willing volunteers helped to dust and polish and vacuum so that the church is now open again — 
but do take care if you want to pop in for some peace and quiet. The prayers of many down the 
centuries sometimes seem as though they have soaked into the walls of the church making it a 
special kind of place to sit a while. | guess that there were those who went into the church 
during times of plague and probably prayed the same prayers as we have been praying over 
the last few weeks and months. 


Amongst the sense of loss and fear we have been through, none of us are ever far from the joy 
and delight we find in our world. We find hope in the warmth of the sun, the singing of the birds 
and the beauty of what is growing around us in this lovely part of Suffolk. | do hope that the rest 
of yoursummeris filled with hope and joy. 


With love to you all 


Rev Rachel 


Big News from the Big Project 


In September last year we explained that the PCC needed to raise £75,000 for urgent repair 
works to the church and we're pleased to report that as a result of donations, grant funding and 
use of the PCC buildings reserves, the first phase of the work to replace the south side surface 
water drains has been completed This part of the work has cost £23,000. Most of the work is 
below ground but the attached photographs (insert) show some of the new gullies which will 
feed rainwater into the soakaways. 


During the excavations for the new drains and soakaways a brick vault was discovered 
beneath one of the 'table tombs' near the porch which dated from the early 1800's (see the 
History page for more details). This discovery necessitated changing the intended route of the 
new drains. Continued on page 6... 
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Parish Council 


| would like to call this a Corona Virus update although, in effect, it is quite the reverse as most 
things are not being updated because of the virus! 


There is very little to report from the Parish Council. We have continued with meetings albeit on 
Zoom, so regular items have been dealt with. The only ongoing item is the Sizewell C planning 
application. The Parish Council continues to voice it's concern about the lack of information. 


Village Hall and Playing Field 


We are looking athow we can safely open the Village Hall. It is difficult because we have a very 
small committee and no cleaner at the moment. We hope to have a new cleaner soon but still 
need help on the committee, any volunteers would be most welcome. 


The plans for the new play equipment have been ongoing for a year now, Covid had made it 
very difficult to get all the quotes organised, but at last we have three quotes so can now 
progress with applying for grants from various bodies. 


Sadly the Fete and the Summer Ball could not take place this 
year so next we will look at ways to make these bigger and 
better events. So now is the time for people to start thinking 
new ideas for next year, again any offers of helo would be 
greatly appreciated. 
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Above: a taste of the exciting new equipment that we're currently getting quotes for and will 
hopefully be having installed soon! 


= zz 13°F . s = 


Graham Bowles 
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How time flies, as we hurtle towards the end of summer. 

For the team at The Ship, we have entered our 3° different modus operandi. 

The first 7 weeks of our tenure, it was normal pub, restaurant and chalet operation. That alll 
changed on the evening of Friday 20" March 2020, when the announcement of lockdown of 
pubs was announced. 

We then as you know operated only on a takeaway food / drink basis, food parcels for the 
village and essential worker accommodation in the chalets. 

The next milestone was the grand reopening but under strict regulation on the 04" July 2020. 
Both Mags and myself would like to thank everyone for their understanding and patience in 
what were difficult times for clients and staff alike. So thank you alll. 

We have gradually relaxed some of our “policing”, but rest assured that the temperature of all 
staff is taken on the arrival of shift, any readings of 38°C or above result in the staff member 
being sent home. Twice daily briefings are undertaken highlighting areas that we still to need to 
major on. 

The membership scheme is proving to be successful, all but one of the cards upto membership 
number 900, were spelt incorrectly, the holder of the card that doesn't contain an error, is 
welcome to present the card to claim a £20 gift voucher to be usedin The Ship. 

We will hopefully have run our second outdoor music event by the time you read this. Weather 
permitting we hope torun atleast 2 more during September. 

The current menu willbe revamped early September. 

Suggestions for events that you would like to see hosted at The Ship are most welcome. 

We currently have vacancies for bar staff 
and waiting staff, as with a heavy heart we 
will lose at least 2 members of staff during 
September, who will either be commencing 
or returning to University. We wish them well 
in their studies. 

We had a visitor from Burnley on Saturday 
22”° August, somebody who will be well 
know to some of you, no less than Dave 
Blaxhall. We had a healthy exchange of 
banter,and it was great to meet after the 
exchanges we had on The Ship Facebook 
page. 

Mags and | undertook some more filming and we had an advertisement running on Channel 4 
as the introduction to Celebrity Gogglebox. Picture attached. 

Once again a huge thank you for your kindness and support its hugely appreciated. 

Keep safe and virtual hugs and kisses from 


Mags, Ken & Dwayne at The Blaxhall Ship. 
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Unearthing the Past 


As mentioned by Nigel in his item on the church, the major excavations taking place to fit new 
drains unearthed the top corner of an underground burial vault, long since lost and forgotten. 
Needless to say, respect for those interred meant that the discovery was recorded by 
archeologists then carefully re- 
covered and the new drains re-routed 
to avoid further disturbance. Dating 

from the early 1800s, the vault was 
| probably created by the Pope family 
and will resemble the two photos at 


= 


the bottom of the page. The Popes were wealthy | @ 
farmers in Blaxhall and surrounding villages during the © 
18th and early 19th centuries. They have been gone |= 
from the village for almost 200 years, but their legacy 
lived on through marriage into other farming families 
including the Ropes, Rows and Tollers. 


Thomas Pope, the earliest name on the above-ground | 
tomb, died in 1826 and was evidently an extremely 
popular chap. The 72 year old's funeral was attended 
by some 500-600 mourners, with more lining the roads 
where the coffin passed. According to the Ipswich 
Journal, “no individual employed by him ever experienced suffering of want when worn by age 
and service, no-one was ever heard to breathe an insinuation against him, and no business was 
managed by him without being benefited. It is said that few eyes were dry among those many 
hundred at his funeral”, while the writer for the Journal concluded that “no-one's ever passed to 


the grave more sincerely respected or more deeply regretted”! 


a F there are almost certainly other such vaults in the 
7 = Bae e * churchyard, perhaps belonging to the Flatts, Browns, 
, = Saunders, or other wealthy residents going back through the 
18th and 17th centuries. ee much ee Saxon and 
| Viking burials there is, gym e ee ti: 
| of course, no treasure & 
§ to be found in this type § 
3 of post-medieval @ 
{ Christian vault, but it is 
undeniably interesting | 
, to wonder about such 
| ancient structures § 
bP potentially lying § 
‘i , hidden beneath our | 
' feet when visting the | 
church. 
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From page 2... 


An archaeologist was present and was able to provide more information about the type and 
style of vaults dating from that time. 


Also during the excavations one complete and several part-skeletons were discovered. The 
archaeologist was able to determine from the 'stacked' burial style and from fragments of coffin 
furniture that these remains were medieval in origin so were probably amongst some of the 
earliest burials in the churchyards. The remains were carefully exhumed and re-interred with 
prayer in alocation close to the original grave site. 


The contractor will be back on site shortly to begin work on the north side drains. Funding for this 
part of the project includes a significant Gateway Grant from the National Churches Trust. 


The National Churches Trust is the national, non-profit organisation dedicated 
to supporting and promoting churches of all Christian denominations in the UK. 


: It aims to: 
National . ; 
Churches a) Provide grants for the repair, 
Trust maintenance and modernisation of 


church buildings a 
For people who love |) Act as a catalyst to improve and bring § 


cutrch aulicings resources to the management of church ee 
buildings 
c) Promote the value of church buildings to the community at 
large 


When we started this project, our hope was that we could get 
the drains completed during the summer so that the 
building could begin to dry out and be protected from the 
winter rains and it now looks as though this willbe achieved. 


The next phase of the project will be the removal of the } 
cement render from the wall of the south nave and 
restoration of the flint and brick walls using traditional § 
materials and skills. The cost of this is expected to be approx. © 
£15,000 and we'd like to be able to start the work in spring 2021 so the PCC is asking for your 
help again in order to keep the project moving. 


Once we are able, the PCC will hold some fundraising events so keep an eye out for more news. 
In the meantime please look out your favourite recipes for inclusion in our Blaxhall Church 
recipe book. Please send these to any PCC member and include a little bit of history or 
anecdotes about your recipe. 


If you feel able to make a donation please remit by BACS to “PCC of Blaxhall”, sort code 20-98- 
07, account number 10688622, Cheques/cash can be sent to the PCC treasurer, Sheila Scopes, 
The Old Post Office, Blaxhall, IP12 2EB. Please let the treasurer know if you are able to gift aid your 
donation as this will enable us to claim a further 25% from the HMRC. 


There is a display in the church porch which explains the drainage work together with details of 
the removal of cement render from the south side external walls of the Nave. We also regularly 
update the fund-raising 'thermomefter'’. The churchyard and porch are accessible but please be 
aware of signposted restrictions due to the works and Covid regulations. 


If you would like more information about the project please contact 
nigel.suckling@btinternet.com 
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mm We may have been 
denied a fete this year, 
(for the first time in living 
memory), but this lovely 
summer shot of the 
recently-mown playing 
field from Jill Willis is a 
reminder that we can at 
least enjoy a well-cared- 
for, equipped and safe 
open space. The new 
play equipment will 
hopefully not be held up 
too much longer by the 
curse of covid, so there's 
lots to look forward to as 


we rollinto autumn and thoughts turn to next spring. 


Staying on a note of enjoying our surroundings, Mike 
Cowling sent us these two super photos of Silver 
Studded Blue butterflies taken on the big common. 
The species has seen rapidly falling numbers across 
the country in recent years, but our own little oasis of 


heathland has long proven to be a 
precious resource for many specious of 
plant, bird, animal and insect that are 
struggling elsewhere in the country. 


Motocross Update 


We have been notified by WOMCC 
that two practice events will be 
taking place in August and 
September. These events will be 
‘covid secure’ - there will be no 
spectators, no camping and no 
overnight stays. Riders will be 
limited in numbers, temperature 
checked upon arrival and all 
officials will be using PPE and 
sanitisers. At it stands competitive 
meetings are not possible, but 
updates will be given if and when 
this changes. 


We are raising funds by compiling a recipe book 
and all proceeds from its sale will go towards the 
Church Restoration Fund. Share your favourite 
recipes and any anecdotes about them. - 


Please send sour gf 
recipes to: Qe. 


Claire Peck 
Beversham Mill 
Church Road 
Little Glemham 
IP13 OBJ 


Email: claire@peck.net 
Or hand to a PCC member 
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BLAXHALL PARISH Counc] 
Parish Councillors 
Graham Bowles 01728 688192 (Chairman) Karen Baker 01728 688200 
Shane Pictor 01728 688205 Ray Herring 01728 746337 
Jonathan Cutting 01728 688003 Mark Oakley 01728 687507 
Joanne Peters 01394 459400 (Parish Clerk) Maggie Jennings 01728 687689 


Suffolk Coastal District Councillor - Ray Herring 07885 249218 
ray.herring@suffolkcoastal.gov.uk 

Suffolk County Councillor - Andrew Reid 07545 423799 andrew.reid@suffolk.gov.uk 
Copies of minutes and agendas can be found at http://blaxhall.onesuffolk.net/parish- 
council/ 


Parish Council meetings are held in the Village Hall at 7.30 and are open to all parishioners, 
the public and press. The 2020 dates are: Wednesday 8th January, Wednesday 4th March, 
Wednesday éth May, Wednesday Ist July, Wednesday 23rd September and Wednesday 
4th November. 


Community Transport — “Connecting Communities” 01728 635938 The service booking line 
operates 08.45am to 40m, Mon-Fri 


Blaxhall Commons & Open Spaces Charitable Trust — www.blaxhallcommonstrust.org 
For contact details of all trustees ring Mark Oakley 01728 687507 


The Mobile Library comes to Blaxhall, and stops at The Youth Hostel 9.35 - 10am calling 
every 4 weeks on Wednesdays: 2019 dates: 31 July, 28 August, 25 September, 23 October, 
20 November, 18 December. 


Large print, Audio & Childrens' books, also CDs and DVDs are available for a small charge. 
Contact Pete Wells or Helen Hudson on help@suffolklibraries.co.uk, visit the website 
http://suffolkreads.onesuffolk.net/libraries-and-mobiles/or phone 01473 584563 

To put something in the Village Noticeboard, please ring Graham Bowles 01728 688192 
To put something in the Newsletter email to shane@blaxhall.com tel. 01728 688205 


Allotment information contact Sophie Martin on 07724 356916, 
Blaxhall.Allotments@gmail.com 


Deadline for next Newsletter - 15 November 
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